Beyond the ivory tower: disseminating your research to a broader audience by Waller, Andrew & Sadler, Shawna
Beyond the Ivory Tower: 
Disseminating your Research 
to a Broader Audience
Faculty Technology Days
May 7, 2008
Faculty Technology Days
What We’re Going To Be Talking 
About
• The big question: Where to publish
• The traditional model
• Open Access (OA)
• Author rights
• OA at the U of C, including our institutional 
repository
• Q & A/Discussion
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The Big Question: Where To 
Publish
• Publication in order to communicate: to 
spread ideas, to propagate the results of 
research, to stimulate debate, etc.
• Approx. 25,000 academic journals in the 
world
• Restrictions in disciplinary practice and in 
the traditional model of scholarly (journal) 
publishing 
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The Standard Model
• Researcher does research, writes up 
research in an article, submits it to a 
journal, journal accepts the article after 
peer-review, author signs over copyright, 
article is published 
• Journals are then purchased by libraries
• Not necessarily an ideal situation for 
authors, readers, or libraries
Faculty Technology Days
Open Access (OA)
• OA is “free availability on the public internet, 
permitting any users to read, download, copy, 
distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts 
of… articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them 
as data to software, or use them for any other 
lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or 
technical barriers other than those inseparable 
from gaining access to the internet itself.”
(Budapest Open Access Initiative)
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The “Green” Road To OA
• Author self-archiving
• Do publishers allow this? See Sherpa Romeo: 
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo.php
• Institutional repositories
– U of C DSpace: https://dspace.ucalgary.ca/
• Subject repositories
– E-LIS: http://eprints.rclis.org/
– RePec: http://repec.org/
– arXiv: http://arxiv.org/
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The “Gold” Road To OA
• OA journals e.g. PLOS Biology, the 
BioMedCentral journals
• “Hybrid” OA journals
• How is OA publishing paid for? 
Advertising, Governmental support, 
Grants, Institutional support, 
Memberships, Sponsorships, Submission 
fees, Format support, etc.
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Author Rights
• Sometimes associated with OA can also be 
associated with traditional publishing
• Examination and negotiation
• The SPARC Author Addendum, “a legal 
instrument that modifies the publisher’s 
agreement and allows you to keep key rights to 
your articles”: 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml
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Open Access at the UofC
Institutional Repository
dspace.ucalgary.ca
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Open Access Journals
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Open Journal System
Installed by UofC Library
Available to the UofC Community
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Questions? Discussion?
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Your Speakers
• Andrew Waller
Serials Librarian
waller@ucalgary.ca
220-8133
• Shawna Sadler
Coordinator, Digital Initiatives
ssadler@ucalgary.ca
220-3729
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Some Further Resources
• Peter Suber: 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/
• SPARC Resources for Authors: 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/index.shtml
• Directory of Open Access Journals:
http://www.doaj.org/
